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SUBJECT : Meeting on Current Chilean Situation at 

Department of State, 1630-1830, 17 October 1972 

l 

ATTENDEES: Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-’ • j 

American Affairs Charles A. Meyer ■ 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Inter- 
American Affairs John H. Crimmins 
Mr. William J. Jorden, Senior Staff Member 

i 

of the National Security Council 
Mr. John W. Fisher, Director of Bolivian/ 
Chilean Affairs, Department of State 
Mr. James R« Gardner, Chief, Operations • 
Policy Staff, Department of State j 




1. Mr. Meyer 1 s purpose in calling the me eting . wa s to con- 
sider as a contingency, what the U. S. Government's response 
should be if the opposition to Allende were to approach- the Embassy 

Santiago with a request for (a) support in toppling the 
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a prior condition for undertaking a coup, or, (c) U*S. Government 
commitment to post- coup support for a coup already arranged and 
decided upon. Since time would probably be a factor in responding 
to any such request, the Department of State felt it was necessary 
to have at least some preliminary discussion of the problems and 
options involved in this type of contingency. 

2. ^^^^^^^^^^Bnoted that, earlier in the day, appropriate 
CIA elemenc^na^brainstormed the current Chilean situation from 
every conceivable angle. This had resulted in the conclusion that 
the most likely outcome in the current crisis was that a coup would 
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6. The group finally did agree on the following; 

a. If and when the Chilean military decided to .... 
undertake a coup, they would not need U. S. Govern- ""A* 
ment assistance or support to do so successfully nor 
are they likely to seek such support. Further, given 
the Chilean military capabilities for an unaided coup, 
any U. S. intervention or assistance in the coup per se 
should be avoided. 





